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Black History Month 
By Zoey Arce

On Friday February 
13th Celia Cruz had its 
annual black history 
month performance in 
the Walton auditorium. 
This was all made possi-
ble with the help of Mr. 
Fink who was in charge 
of it all. 

Continued on Page 6

Ladies Night Concert 
By Casey Perez

On Thursday, February 
26th, we had our Ladies 
Night Concert in Lehman 
College’s Band Room. This 
wonderful Ladies Night 
concert consisted of perfor-
mances by Women’s Choir, 
conducted by Ms. Bergland, 
Sweet Out of Lines, con-
ducted by Ms. Gwasda,
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Celia Cruz Tours Europe
By Victoria Moussot

This February The Celia Cruz 
Jazz Band traveled to Austria and 
the Czech Republic. The Perfor-
mance Tour of Austria and the 
Czech Republic was diligently 
organized by Ms. Jacono and Mr. 
West who made this dream trip 
come true.  
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     The group first landed in Vi-
enna, Austria. Vienna is known 
as the historical center of the 
musical world. As such, it was 
only fitting the group first visit  
Zentralfriedhof. The Zentral-
friedhof (German for “Cen-
tral Cemetery”) is one of the 
largest cemeteries in the world 
and home of many famous de-
ceased composers such as, Bee-
thoven, Schubert, and Strauss. 
     After experiencing Austria’s 
musically enriching capital, the 
group traveled to Prague, The 

Celia Cruz Tours Europe
Czech Republic. Here, the Sym-
phonic Band transferred to the 
Theater of Emauzy Monastery 
(The Monastery Na Slovach). 
In 1347  Emperor Charles IV 
founded the Emauze Monas-
tery inviting Slavic Benedic-
tine monks from Dalmatia 
and Croatia, thus, becoming 
the only Slavonic monastery 
of the entire empire. It was 
here the group was meet with 
a full house of senior citizens 
from Prague who immensely 
enjoyed the Jazz Combo music. 
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March
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
~Stage Choir 
Concert

5 6
~NHS Hats On 
Day
~Senior Trip

7
~Senior 
Trip

8
~Senior 
Trip

9 10
~Good Morning 
America Perfor-
mance
~CC Service Squad 
Blood Drive
3rd-9th period
~SLT Meeting  
5pm

11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20
~NYSSMA Solo 
Performances
~Macbeth @ The 
Lovinger Theater

21
~NYSS-
MA Solo 
Perfor-
mances
~PTA 
Meeting
9am 
11am

22 23
~ 1st Prom 
Payment due for 
Seniors
~ Senior Photo 
Retake Day

24 25 26
Parent Teacher 
Conference
5:30pm- 8pm

27
Parent Teacher 
Conference 
12:30pm- 2:45pm

28
Library 
Concert

PM School 
Schedule
Mondays 4-6pm
ELA- CC16
Algebra- CC11

PM School 
Schedule
Tuesdays 4-6pm
Global- CC5
Living Environ-
ment- CC9

PM School
Schedule
Wednesdays 4-6pm
ELA- CC16
Algebra- CC11

PM School 
Schedule
Thursdays 4-6pm
Global- CC5
Living Environ-
ment- CC9

Saturday School
9am-Noon
Geometry- CC11
Earth Science- 
CC9
ELA- CC13

By Casey Perez

On February 10th, the Wal-
ton Wildcats softball team, 
coached by Mr. Hall, had their 
first strategic meeting. During 
this meeting, the current mem-
bers, and new members were 
shown a series of videos that 
showed the new team mem-
bers what to do when playing 
on the field, and for the older 
members it was more of a re-
cap. 
     Some of the things they 
learned were how to strike 

Loading the Bases
people out when you’re in right 
field, left field, and center field, 
how to catch pop-ups, how to 
back each other up, and how to 
make good throws from every-
body’s position. After watching 
the video, Coach Hall also gave 
the girls the position they’ll be 
playing during games in this 
years season.  
     With all of these new strat-
egies, we are looking forward 
for softball season to start up 
and watch our Wildcats win!
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School Leadership Team
By Victoria Moussot

The controversial regulation 
that prohibited students from 
bringing cell phones into schools 
has finally been scrapped! May-
or De Blasio and Chancellor Fa-
rina announced revised regula-
tions to this law and now New 
York Public School Students 
are allowed to bring cell phones 
into school. 
     On January 13th participants 
in Celia Cruz’s School Leader-
ship Team (SLT) gathered to dis-
cuss the lifted cell phone band. 
This debatable topic brought 
up many concerns from teach-
er, students, and parents. Orig-

inally, this change was enacted 
for students and parents to stay 
in touch with each other, espe-
cially before and after school. At 
the same time new ideas such 
as using cell phones as teach-
ing tools may be implemented 
in hopes of students learning 
more and becoming more en-
gaged in class. This matter may 
also save schools money by 
ending the need to replace dic-
tionaries, timers, and textbooks 
during tight budget times. In-
stead, school budgets can go 
towards new school appliances 
and an increase in afterschool 
programs. 
    However, participants from 

the School Leadership Team 
voiced their concerns about in-
crease disruption, bullying and 
cheating in classrooms due to 
an increase cell phone usage. 
The question became, ‘Will stu-
dents be able to exhibit self con-
trol and not text, make phone 
calls, or take videos during 
learning hours?’ and ‘Although 
cell phones are allowed in 
school, will students follow the 
rules about when and when not 
to use their cell phone.’ 
    Now that cellphones will be 
allowed inside of Celia Cruz, 
how do you think your peers 
will handle the change?
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Continued from Page 1
There were many great per-
formances by our dance team, 
Jazz band, some great guitar 
soloists and more. 
     This performance acknowl-
edged all of the great leaders 
who fought and spoke about 
the blacks rights; such as Rosa 
Parks, and Martin Luther King 
Jr. While watching the per-
formance one gets a feeling 
of the pain and struggles that 
the blacks went through all 
throughout life. It enlightened 
us about how things were only 
a few decades ago and the de-
termination they had to change 
them.
     Some performances include 
the opening act performance 
by Jeremy Decena, who per-
formed a song of his own. This 
got the audience hyped up and 
ready to watch the rest of the 
show. We then go to a dance 
choreographed by Sasha Me-
lendez to a remixed version of 
the Lion King. These were very 
entertaining to watch and real-
ly hyped the crowd up.
     Towards the middle and end-
ing of the show we got towards 
the more serious touching acts 

which truly showed the deter-
mination to make a change. 
Such performances were a play 
of one of Maya Angelou’s very 
famous poems, “Phenome-
nal women”. Characters were 
played by Leslie, Porscha, Eu-
nice, and Tia. This act shows 
us the confidence of a black 
women and really touches ones 
emotions showing that all hu-
man beings are and should be 
viewed equally in society. 
     The show ends with a very 

Annual Black History Month Concert 
powerful step performance 
choreographed by Nashe Fran-
cis. This step featured Rosa 
Parks brave actions taken on 
the bus and one of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr’s quotes which 
were both used to stop the seg-
regation of colored people in 
the 60s. There were many tal-
ents shown throughout these 
performances and they were all 
to acknowledge those involved 
in the fight for blacks rights. 
Good job guys !
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By Victoria Moussot

The students of Celia Cruz 
have voted Ms. Jacono as Teach-
er of the Month. Her enthusiasm 
and dedication towards her stu-
dents and their pursuit of musi-
cal knowledge inspire many of 
her students. For the past twelve 
years Ms. Jacono has been 
working at Celia Cruz direct-
ing Concert Band, Symphonic 
Band, Wind Ensemble, and Jazz 
Band. To ensure her students 
get the most out of there class 
time Ms. Jacono always applies 
hands-on-application, which is 
essential when teaching musi-
cians. “I choose music carefully. 
It has to be challenging, fun, and 
broaden students horizons.”  
     Ms. Jacono did not always 
know that she wanted a career in 
Music Education. At a young age 
she had interest in music and 
theater. Years later, Ms. Jacono 
earned her degree in Music Edu-
cation from New York Universi-
ty, and her Masters in Music Ed-
ucation from Ithaca College in 
2004. In 2003, Ms.  Jacono went 
onto work on the planning team 
for the first ever High School of 
Music in the Bronx. Promptly, 

she began the band program by 
recruiting students, and contin-
ues to do so by visiting middle 
schools around the city. 
     Ms. Jaconos’ love for the art 
of music never ceases. On mul-
tiple occasions Ms. Jacono has 
performed with Lehman Col-
lege Community Band, and the 
Westchester Community Band, 
along side with some of her most 
talented students. Based off her 

experiences Ms. Jacono would 
like her students to know, “Its 
not about talent, but about 
practice.” Practice not only 
enables musicians skills and 
knowledge to become perma-
nent, it allows wonderful op-
portunities to come forth and 
be fulfilled. 
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Teacher of the Month: Ms. Jacono

Continued from Page 1
 and the all girls jazz band known 
as The Sophisticated Ladies, con-
ducted by Ms. Jacano. 
     Each ensemble showcased 
several moving pieces, and this 
mini concert also raised money 
for our school, and our wonder-
ful ensembles.
     These beautiful arrangements 
performed by these ensembles 
had everybody who went to go 

Ladies Night Concert 
see them, dancing, clapping, and 
singing along. The Sophisticat-
ed ladie’s had wonderful solos 
during their pieces by Amanda 
Dookie, Anahi Valentin, Ashley 
Linton, Tiana Chavez, and fresh-
men Melody Pabon. Women’s 
Choir gave intros about their 
songs that were presented by 
Kristen Sanders, Beatriz Rosa, 
and had a graceful solo by Lia-
na Nottage while singing “This is 

the Day.” Sweet Out of Lines gave 
a great show by singing arrange-
ments of popular songs such as, 
“Heart We Will Forget Him” by 
Emily Dickinson, and “Brave” by 
Sara Bareilles. 
     The audience was thoroughly 
moved and enjoyed every piece 
that was performed that night. 


